Work package number | 3 | Start date or starting event: |1

Work packagetitle Network building
Activity type Others
Objectives

WP 3 focuses on the development of a network ofarsities, institutes, high schools, consumer dsgdions,
consumer associations, NGOs and private enterpdastige in the field of consumer science relatedfdod
(networking).

The objective of these networking activities wilk@ be to better define the role of the consumeo@ations in
relation to consumer protection and to promote faérctices in food trade and product quality — aalsuch, tg
invite them as well.
This network should allow:

* To better understand and build the supply chairigips and strategies on the one side, basing

heir

development and structuring on their knowledge ahibe consumers’ preferences and the market

opportunities; and
* To better orientate the nutrition and health pekabn the other side.

Description of work

Networking addresses the issue of intra Balkantiogls, links with the international research comitwm@nd
interdisciplinary linkages between sciences dealiitg food consumer behaviour.

This involves the organisational aspects of codmerabut also the more fundamental food scienceagigm,
including the multidisciplinary approach and asation of all stakeholders, bringing non-researaaarsation into
research work.

During the whole implementation of the project, @pkattention will be paid to associate to allidties research
institutions of the different fields such as ecoimsnpsychology, sociology, socio-psychology, ampimlogy and
nutrition. In addition, consumer organisations #mtners, producers, processors and retailers wiltdnsulted in
the different surveys and involved in the trainargl dissemination activities.

Specific networking activities will assist the imgtes of various fields:

» To recognise the need of adopting multidisciplinapproach and therefore associate research organs
of different fields;

* To negotiate cooperation modalities on specifieaesh activities related to the project;

» To establish regional framework agreement relatefbdéd consumer science research between res
organisations;

* To establish a Balkan Network for Food Consumeei8m®, gathering public institutions and the priv
enterprises active in the consumer research retatédod, farmers, producers, processors and coers
organisations. In association with Western Europsaentific partners. The formalisation of the Netiv
will be considered and done if the conclusions thet it can be profitable for the sustainability tog
cooperation within the network.

Each WBC research institution directly involvedtlie project will be pro-active at country levelassociate to th
process all organisations concerned with food cmesuscience, including research organisations, dis
processor, consumer and farmer organisations. Wi3€arch institutions and stakeholder represensatsiech ag
consumer and producer associations will participateetworking activities. This will involve pro-teity in the
networking meetings including scientific papers gmésentations on country specific issues. Someanks,
already identified and contacted, such as the Rajdty and Nutrition Project within the SSE Healtwork (in
which consortium partners are already members) baikolicited. They will identify and convey thialseholders td

country level meetings as well as provide meetpare and logistic support for the organisatiorhoke meetingg.

All WBC institutions attending the meeting will doibute to the organised meetings by preparingwetgions and
delegating researchers and managers with decisiaerpto key meetings. The research organisatiohefWBC
associated to the Network for Food Consumer Scignttee WBC will provide inputs for the website.

The Slovenian Consumer Association (SCA) will bbcantracted by UL-SLO to intervene in specific negs on
consumer organisations, rights and possible actiotige six WBC. The objective of these meeting lvé to better|
define the role of the consumer associations itiel to consumer protection and to promote faicfices in food

parch

ate
um
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trade and product quality. UL-SLO will also organithe Slovenian meetings but the networking will done




conjointly with SCA.

SEEDEYV will assist the organisation of country llereetings by submitting agendas, moderating dons and
reporting findings and decisions. SEEDEV will alsasure the management and the updating of the t@elsih
content discussed during the meetings. AGRIDEA mittvide guidance on the modalities of intra-orgational
cooperation and linking the WBC research orgarigatiand the Balkan Network for Food Consumer Seievith

Western European research institutions.
Activity 3.1 Two regular networking meetings per year and per country

Activity 3.2 The animation of part of the website FOCUS-BALKANS for the Balkan Network for Food Consumer
Science

Deliverables

D 3.1 First annual report on networking activitistonth 12,

D 3.2 Second annual report on networking activitidgnth 24.
D 3.3 Final report on networking activities. Mor&é.

These reports on networking activities will commuertitat has been done and how the meetings haveduaen.
They will be made of the meeting minutes and this lof presence of the different meetings.




